100 Things | Wish
l'Had Known

AS A Pllotl

We have all had those times where a
piece of information would have been
nice to know 5 minutes beforel
Well this'is just a small list of some
of those things!
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~ 32, Every month reread the emergency checklist = Exe
33. Read accident reports to learn from others n
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41. Always ensure a chart/map is to had and folded to
your area - Electronics faill

42. Ifits really cold, tuck your GPS into your coat when
parked and waiting - They don't like cold!

43. Hand and foot ‘Hot Pockets’ are a welcomed relief if
needed - Keep one in your aircraft

44. Keep a small tool kit in the aircraft

45 Have a good watch - Accurate timekeeping is
paramount!

46. Wash and wax the aircraft regularly - It will save you
time and gasl!

47. Never rush a Daily Inspection

48. Never distract a pilot or engineer working or

inspecting an aircraft _

Detailed inspections are a must after anyone has worked on the aircraft - Rags and tools left behind are killers!

If something is not working right - Get it looked it

..I-‘..‘:L S
ge, Jet Fuel is Clear

k the correct fuel truck or fuel tank is about to pump into your aircraft!
C t person, a small pair of lightweight steps are a must when travelling - Trust Me!l I'm only 56"
k flashligh batteries work and have spares easy to hand

L wasp or bee comes into the cockpit. Leave it alone - Pilots have crashed trying to swat a wasp! 4 fi
s what you are doing as you fly - Give them a task to do or landmark to look for
nd clean all flight controls, handles, knobs, buttens and headsets of club or school aircraft )
58 Nwaj&'”ﬂsten - You might learn something

59. Help new pilots and flight students - You were there once

60. Learn who are good instructors/companies and send
pilots to them if someone is looking

61. Never allow shooting videos/taking photos to distract you
from flying

62. Always Aviate, Navigate, Communicate - In that order!

63. Go visit an air traffic control tower and radar control
center - |t's a great way to understand the other end of
the radio

64. When learning to fly, get a radio and sit by a busy
training airport and listen to ATC. You will soon begin to
understand

65. Always keep your books from flight school, you will be
surprised how many times you refer to them in the futurel

66. Buy a good, quality headset - It will last you for decades! -
My Bose Aviation X is 15 years and still going!

67. Never be in a rush to fly - allow lots of time and be
thorough in your pre-flight

68. Camelbaks are great to hang on the back of the seat and keep you easily hydrated!

69. Never place objects where they can fall and end up by your feet! Jammed rudder pedals are not fun!

70. Buy Good quality when you can - It will last you longer
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ery flight - Lots of flying and no
ea time ﬁmngltini_
‘ntar chetkhst of everything you do before take off

.s a mmpon t waste your money on one that

ﬁbe@nt have it Y
80’ Sunglasses with thin rims will lieep your headset quieter.

91. Always give yourself permission to go around on approach and landing. Always!

g T... don't just let m&afrmaﬂe stall and end up on the ground. Put it where you want
C gives you befare,amgmny complying... they make mistakes, tool And you are PIC, not
i p and listen to ynur lo@@i Ei‘lrport tnget more proflment on the radio

i

vﬁonments You can develop carb. rce ih tﬁe m!ddle of the summer!
tlng and still needing to climb, carb heat will enrichen the mixture and cool the en

92. On approach, use the:mantra “high, low, fast, or slow... and what are you gonna do about it?

23

On instrument approaches, narrate your altltudes out loud
$O you don't blow through your MDA/DA. "500 for 250"
Fuzzy/intermittent radio could be a sign of your alternator
failing. Look for any other instruments switching to internal
battery

If an instrument is giving an emergency indication,
cross-check that against other instruments to confirm

Don't ever be afraid to ask a “dumb” question. If you are
thinking it, others have theught it too.

Visit “Airfield.Guide’ for a great directory of non-paved airstrips
When flying at night, if city lights start getting halos around
them or appearing blurry, you are actually flying into clouds
Use an isolate button on your comm stack if you have it,for
chatty passengers

= 100. Tell your passengers your tail number and tell them to listen

for it on the radio. If someone says your tail number,be quiet

and a few more just for you..

Keep Readin’
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